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Five CDs, 6 hoursLife was good for Liz and Jack Sutherland.Â Â In 18 years of marriage, they had

built a family, a successful law practice, and a warm, happy home near San Francisco, in a house

on Hope Street.Â Â Then, in an instant, it all fell apart.Â Â It began like any other Christmas

morning, with joy and children's laughter.Â Â But for Jack Sutherland, a five-minute errand ends in

tragedy.Â Â And suddenly, Liz is alone, facing painful questions in the wake of an unbearable

loss.How can she go on without her husband, her partner, her best friend?Â Â How can she grieve

when she must console five devastated children, including one with special needs of his

own?Â Â Powered by her children's love, Liz finds the strength to return to work, to become both

mother and 'daddy', coaching her youngest son for the Special Olympics.Â Â And one by one the

holidays come and go before her eyes: Valentine's Day without flowers and without

Jack...Easter...July 4th...Then, just weeks before Labor Day, a devastating accident sends her

oldest son to the hospital-and brings a doctor named Bill Webster into her life.Â Â Bill becomes a

friend to Liz as he slowly heals her shattered son.And as long as the days of summer blend into fall,

a new relationship offers new hope, and Liz reflects on what she has, on what she's lost, on the little

blessings that give strength when nothing else is left.Â Â Then, with the first anniversary of her

husband's death approaching, and with it another Christmas in the house on Hope Street, Liz will

face one more crisis before she can look back at a year of mourning and change-and ahead to the

beginning of a new life.
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No matter what people may think I once was a Danielle Steel junkie. As soon as he newest book

reached a bookstore 9this was pre Internet days), I was there grabbing her latest book. And I have

suchfond memories of her titles like Season of Passion, The Ring, Crossings, The Promise and

most recently Ghost. I also had to watch all of the made for TV movies and then would have to

reread the books they were based on again. And then a funny thing happened to this loyal Steel

reader. I found that her new books no longer interested me and the ones I did finish was because I

decided to stick them out till the end. Recently I did enjoy Steel's book The Ghost and today

keephoing that a new book by this author would really grab me. When I read the premise of her

latest book, The House, I thought this might be that book which grabbed me and took hold. I

ultimately thought that while it was an OK book, it left me yearning for the years when her books

really enticed me and made me want to read more of this author's title.Sarah is a 38 year old estate

attorney trapped in a four year realtionbship with a man who only sees her on the weekends. And

Sarah seems to be content with the way things are, afraid face facts and be alone.When her very

elderly and extremely wealthy client dies, Sarah feels as if she has lost a grandfather. She wonders

why he spent his life amassing a fortune and living in an attic room of his huge San Francisco home.

Then while dispersing his verysizable estate among 19 relatives whome he hardly knew during his

life, Sarah receives an inheritance she never expected with along with a letter which encourages her

to do something which the money which will provide her with a happy and meaningful life.
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